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needs of the people, and country pursuits: in all these dif-
ferent directions was Lorenzo eminent. The title of Mag-
nificent, which has by common consent been accorded to
him, was not due to any ostentation in his private life, for
there he was notably unostentatious. uHe was so called be-
cause of his extraordinary abilities, his great liberality, his
lavish expenditure of his wealth for the public benefit, and
the general magnificence of his life in which Florence par-
ticipated "1 So that his name is intended to bring to our
minds, not personal ostentation, but the splendour with which
he invested Florence.

Yet while Lorenzo raised Florence to be the most important
state in Italy, set her on a pinnacle as the acknowledged
intellectual and artistic capital of Europe, and increased the
prosperity of her citizens to the highest point, he has (from
later ages) received unmeasured condemnation for a far-
reaching change which he brought about in her government,
and for the creation in this jealously guarded Republic of
what was practically an autocracy. It is true that his grand-
father Cosimo had wielded an influence in the State such as
enabled him to sway public affairs according to his will. But
the position created by Lorenzo went beyond this, and was
different in kind. In his case it was not an influence, but
a rule. Lorenzo, as a matter of fact, had a greater power
of statesmanlike vision than even his grandfather Cosimo.
He saw that the Florentines were too liable to give way
to private feuds to be really fitted for republican institu-
tions, while under an autocratic rule there was practically
no limit to the political importance and domestic pros-
perity to which Florence might be conducted. That he should
cherish the desire that his own family should be the one
to exercise that rule was not only natural, but justified.
The Medici alone among the families of Florence had shown
themselves to possess the qualities which could successfully
govern the Florentines. Their pow<er had been gained by
those means which alone give a just title to rule; 2 while